“FIRST OF ALL THINGS WAS CREATED WATER…”

A MEDITATION ON THE GREAT BLESSING OF WATER ON EPIPHANY

“This water is blessed…”  “These eggs are blessed…”  “This food is blessed…”  “This house is blessed…” What does it mean to say that something is blessed?  It means, perhaps most fundamentally, to recognize that “G-d saw that it was good.”  By blessing something, we recognize its own inherent sanctity, that it contains a “spark” of G-d.  But to bless also means to recognize the brokenness of the world that still waits to be redeemed, and so the act of blessing also transforms and purifies, and brings that which is blessed closer to redemption;  making  the “spark of G-d”  more visible and manifest, and restoring some of the perfection of Eden.  This is part of our divinely given priestly function as the stewards of creation.  Thus, when we bless the rivers and the seas and the waters we both recognize the sanctity inherent in even the most polluted stream as well as, in a spiritual way, work towards its repair.
The text of our Great Blessing of the Waters shows beautifully the very Eastern idea that G-d’s presence is everywhere and that our actions sanctify the world around us by making that presence visible and incarnate.  Water is one of the commonest of substances:  it runs over the land, it covers almost the entire earth, it courses through our veins.  But that which is common can become mundane and so G-d blesses us, from time to time, with snows which clothe his earth in winter, or with thunder and storms which recall to us the energies of the day of creation.  So is G-d revealed to us. And the Lord is revealed to his people at the Jordan in an act of ritual immersion.  This beautiful rite is our response to this G-d who, first of al things, created water and who manifests himself through it in the sound of the sea, the taste of water after thirst, the rhythms of blood which sustain our lives, the immersion of his son in the Jordan.
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